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2 BRAD & ADRIENNE BARTZ: Athletes in Action, Cru, USA  brad.bartz@athletesinaction.org 
PRAISE & PRAYER: [Dated 12/17/20] 
It’s been a pretty normal Colorado winter so far with 60 degree temps and snow just days apart. Here’s some pretty cool 
news as of late. 
Adrienne- 
"Can you help me fill out my college application? I'm hoping to start at the community college in January." My mind halted 
at such a mentally exhausting task, but my heart got the better of me and I hesitantly said, "Yes…let's make a plan. You 
need to continue your education. Absolutely" (trying to convince myself that I was up for the hour plus in front of a screen). 
My English student Lisa and I were meeting at a park on a sunny day while the kids dug in the sand. This is Colorado 
weather; our minivan is packed with sleds and sand digging tools! I was happy for this last minute get together where Lisa 
and I could meet face to face for the first time since Covid. She and her mother were both my students and their home 
country is the one close to my heart, that I also called home for four years. Her mother Asgha was hospitalized for an 
extended time last year and the kids and I visited her a few times. Asgha is widowed and moved to the US three years ago 
under refugee status. Her teenage sons are finding their way in the US but less than helpful around the home I'm told. Lisa 
works at a local grocery store only 'so many' hours so they can maintain their subsidized apartment. When I hear her 
explain their lives, I can't imagine living in a new country on such a limited budget. I hope that my offer of friendship and 
support will show them the kindness of the Lord. 
Brad- 
He won! Tiidrek won the competition to be the Male athlete of the Year in Estonia. He was sure he would not win as there 
are several athletes that are more “popular”. Tiidrek thought it would be because he is outspoken about his faith that he 
would not be “liked” enough. Well, he was wrong. From what he said, the Facebook votes were a landslide win for him. 
Thank you for taking a second to vote for him, it seems it really did help. I spoke to him this week and he was recording an 
acceptance video to send back home for the media. He’s still in Taiwan, under quarantine before his marathon race on 
Sunday... [Editor’s note: Tiidrek came in 3rd place. PTL!] 
The kids have been busy making treats to take to the neighbors. They really get into this and even help make the list of 
names. It's great to see how they know who their neighbors are.  
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3 BETHANY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
PRAISE:  For educating young minds with Christian values. 
PRAYER:  
• BCS is planning to fully open up through the eighth grade in January. Pray for protection from the virus and for all those 
involved to be compliant as directed by the county. 
• That the academic education and spiritual development will continue to be superior in every way.  
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4 MARVIN & LINDA MINGS:  
         Pioneers serving Shoshones, Duckwater, Nevada   lindasmings@gmail.com, bigsage1@gmail.com 
PRAISE & PRAYER:  [Dated 1/21] 
This was a hard letter to write as there was not a lot of “news”.  But as I spoke to Marv about it, he mentioned the desire, 
hope and prayers for the future year. Truly that is what this day is all about. 
So as we come to you with hearts full of all the possibilities for the year to come, and minds aware of all the lessons from 
the year past, we do hope and pray for the “NEW” that God can bring to the lives of those in DW, as well as where you live 
and minister. So we lift this day and year up to God with wonder and anticipation. Thank you as you join us in this 
adventure.  
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5 BOB & SUSAN COMBS: Navigators, Los Angeles   susancombsmetro@gmail.com 
PRAISE:  [Dated 11/30] 
• We are so thankful to remain healthy.  
• We were able to quarantine and test negative for Covid which allowed us to be with my parents for Christmas. It was 
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“Do	  not	  suppose	  that	  I	  have	  come	  to	  bring	  peace	  to	  the	  earth.	  
I	  did	  not	  come	  to	  bring	  peace,	  but	  a	  sword.”	  

Matthew	  10:34	  



wonderful to be with them after not seeing them for so many months.  
• Bob's dad (who lives at Atherton) became sick but tested negative for Covid and is feeling better.  
PRAYER: 
• We have applied to a foundation for a yearly grant of $50,000 to cover our operation expenses. Please pray for favor. 
• Jaden has been able attend his small private school and there were no covid cases all fall. Please pray for continued 
protection.  
• Please pray for wisdom and creativity as we try to continue discipleship and ministry with the youth. Everyone is tired of 
zoom and with the increased covid numbers we aren't even seeing anyone outside.  

6 ROBIN & RUTH THURMAN: Wycliffe Bible Translators (Retired), California   robruthurman@gmail.com 
PRAISE:  [Dated 1/21]   
• Ruth's appointment with a new neurologist on December 10 went very well. Ruth hadn't seen a neurologist for about 
18 months, so at this visit the neurologist gave Ruth several tests to gage just where she's at. Ruth did quite well on physical 
movement and her muscular responses, but she didn't do well on the mental side of the tests. The doctor gave her a 
prescription for her tremors, and that medication has done wonders for her. Most of her tremors are gone, and she has much 
more energy. Thank you for your prayers! 
• Praise that Ruth and I are still COVID-19 free. However, there have now been eight cases of the virus in 
independent living with one death. So, pray that we won't catch the virus. 
PRAYER:  
• My appointment with my ophthalmologist uncovered a flaw in the way I was using one of my eyedrops. I had been 
putting two drops a day of one of the prescriptions, when I was supposed to take just one a day. She said that has probably 
contributed to an increase in the pressure of my left eye. Thus, the right eye has a little higher than she wants. So, we agreed 
that I would take the proper dose of the drop for two months and then be tested again. Please pray that the pressure in my 
left eye will go down. 
• Please pray for Pamela as she has a CAT scan in the second week of January to see if they find any melanoma in her 
body.  
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7 DAVE & MARILYN GRAFFENBERGER: OMS, ECC dgraffenberger@cs.com 
PRAISE & PRAYER: [Dated 1/21]   Happy	  New	  Year,	  praying	  friends!	  	  
We	  have	  been	  back	  in	  Haiti	  since	  November	  10	  and	  plan	  to	  be	  here	  until	  mid-‐March,	  if	  all	  goes	  as	  we	  plan.	  Proverbs	  
19:21	  says	  “Many	  are	  the	  plans	  in	  a	  man’s	  heart,	  but	  it	  is	  the	  Lord’s	  purpose	  that	  prevails.”	  
• PRAY	  that	  we	  will	  be	  persistent	  but	  flexible	  in	  the	  days/months	  ahead.	  
	  
And	  Proverbs	  19:20	  also	  says,	  “Listen	  to	  advice	  and	  accept	  instruction,	  and	  in	  the	  end	  you	  will	  be	  wise.”	  THANK	  GOD	  
for	  our	  Haitian	  staff	  that	  continually	  answers	  our	  questions	  and	  advises	  us	  on	  the	  minutia	  of	  Haitian	  customs	  and	  
legal	  requirements	  involved	  in	  the	  transition	  of	  ministries	  to	  independent	  entities.	  
• PRAY	  that	  we	  will	  be	  wise	  as	  we	  listen	  to	  advice	  and	  accept	  instruction,	  that	  all	  will	  be	  done	  “decently	  and	  in	  
order.”	  
	  
By	  the	  time	  you	  read	  this	  letter,	  we	  will	  have	  had	  three	  days	  of	  R	  &	  R	  at	  the	  beach	  over	  Christmas.	  THANK	  GOD	  for	  
His	  provision.	  
• PRAY	  for	  continued	  good	  health	  and	  relief	  from	  arthritic	  pain	  for	  Dave.	  
	  
Because	  Dave	  will	  be	  attending	  the	  Moscow	  Evangelical	  Christian	  Seminary	  board	  meeting	  January	  8	  and	  9	  in	  
Charlotte,	  NC,	  we	  will	  travel	  to	  Florida	  January	  7	  and	  return	  to	  Haiti	  January	  12	  on	  Missionary	  Flights	  
International.	  In	  the	  past,	  I	  would	  have	  stayed	  in	  Haiti	  for	  the	  short	  time	  he	  plans	  to	  be	  gone,	  but	  with	  the	  world	  
situation,	  it	  has	  been	  deemed	  wise	  that	  we	  travel	  together	  for	  this	  short	  trip,	  though	  I	  will	  remain	  in	  Florida.	  	  
• PRAY	  for	  the	  serious	  decisions	  being	  made	  at	  this	  meeting	  and	  for	  God’s	  choice	  of	  new	  board	  members.	  
	  
February	  7	  is	  the	  day	  that	  the	  Haitian	  opposition	  is	  saying	  the	  president	  must	  leave	  because	  his	  term	  is	  finished.	  He	  
says	  he	  isn’t	  leaving	  because	  there	  was	  a	  delay	  of	  a	  year	  in	  his	  presidential	  confirmation.	  People	  are	  saying	  that	  there	  
is	  going	  to	  be	  nation-‐wide	  unrest	  after	  the	  7th	  if	  he	  doesn’t	  leave.	  
• PRAY	  for	  Haiti’s	  government.	  
• PRAY,	  too,	  for	  Haiti’s	  people	  during	  the	  demonic	  revelry	  of	  the	  Mardi	  Gras	  holidays	  Feb.	  14-‐17.	  	  
	  
As	  the	  Lord	  brings	  us	  to	  your	  mind:	  	  
• PRAY	  for	  the	  generator	  for	  Radio	  4VEH	  to	  be	  shipped	  and	  installed	  as	  well	  as	  the	  campus	  back-‐up	  generator’s	  
repairs	  to	  be	  completed	  in	  Florida	  and	  shipped	  back	  to	  Haiti.	  
• PRAY	  that	  the	  current	  generators	  will	  continue	  to	  keep	  running.	  
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• PRAY	  for	  funding	  for	  the	  construction	  of	  a	  new	  medical/dental	  facility	  and	  for	  those	  who	  are	  working	  on	  the	  
plans	  for	  Bethesda.	  Project	  #450480	  
• PRAY	  for	  additional	  funds	  for	  clinic/campus	  operations.	  Project	  #300320	  
 

8 JERRY & ELIZABETH DIRKS: TEAM – Evangelical Christian Academy (ECA), Spain   jerlizdirks@yahoo.com 
PRAISE & PRAYER:  [Dated 12/20/20] 
Jerry continues to work full time at Evangelical Christian Academy doing the maintenance and taking care of facility 
needs. He is continuing to work to secure the final acceptance of the road construction in front of the school mentioned in 
our last letter, which now requires some corrective work and modifications to be done over the next couple weeks while 
school is off for Christmas break. Please pray that everyone involved will do their jobs well, so that the town will soon 
accept the road so Jerry can have closure to this project. At the end of August Jerry had to cut his vacation short to set up 
the school’s big top tent again (78 foot diameter) to use as an outdoor meeting place for students to help the school comply 
with COVID safety measures. Unfortunately a huge storm came at the end of October and destroyed it, which was a 
disappointment for sure, to discover it shredded in a pile that morning after so many years of caring for it. This created 
extra work for Jerry sorting through the insurance aftermath and dealing with the damaged tent. However he just got word 
from the insurance that they decided to give the school a hefty partial compensation for the tent (which Jerry thinks was a 
miracle because the insurance very easily could have gone the road of zero compensation). Jerry just finished distributing a 
gift and a card to around 30 businesses that he deals with to do his work as a thank you for their service to the school and to 
wish them a good Christmas and New Year. The artwork of the card (done by our oldest daughter Alicia) and the scripture 
inside are intended to put the focus on Christ, the reason for the season, and we pray that these people will take a step 
towards a relationship with Christ. There are an exceptional number of staffing needs for the school next year which 
can be found on the school’s website (https://new.ecaspain.com/teaching-opportunities/staff-needs-and-openings). Among 
these, please continue to pray for God to provide a long-term Facility Manager to work with Jerry. Please pray for stamina 
and wisdom for Jerry in the meanwhile. 
Psalm 54:4 “Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me.” 
How true this verse is and yet, how much I struggle to live as if it is true. As this COVID pandemic continues to rage 
around us, the fight daily to keep from worry and heavy discouragement is real. However, in the midst of all the bad news 
each day, there are things we can share about what God is doing and has done.  
First of all, thank you for praying that our girls would be able to start school in person. They did, and were able to complete 
the semester. We have had several COVID cases at the schools where our girls attend, but so far, there has not been a 
localized outbreak within these schools forcing closure and online classes. Please pray that things will continue this way for 
the rest of the school year. Please also pray for the complete recovery of one of the teachers, Kris, who works with Jerry at 
ECA. Kris caught COVID a few months ago and continues to suffer from debilitating long-haul symptoms. 
I decided to hold off this Fall from starting up my English classes for kids in town. It seems that many places are not 
holding after school classes for a while, in an effort to make sure the necessary school classes go well and keep kids from 
spreading anything any further. Although many wanted English classes for their kids, some were concerned about COVID. 
So I made the decision that I would see how things went with the regular schools and decide again in January whether to 
start up with classes or hold off until next Fall. I miss my students a lot. Please pray that I would have wisdom about 
whether to begin … or just wait it out. 
Meanwhile, our oldest daughter Alicia has taken on the task of teaching English one on one to several children in the town. 
She seems to really enjoy it, and it gives her a change of pace from the rigors of daily homework. She is becoming fairly 
well known in town for this and is turning into quite the ESL teacher! She is also regularly getting some super opportunities 
to spend quality time with friends from town who are seeking her out to share their struggles and listen openly to Alicia 
share about her faith and things she believes. Two of these friends are Sandra and Nayra. 
A couple of weeks ago as I was returning home, our elderly next-door neighbor Juan leaned over the wall and stopped me 
with his look of worry and concern. He said, “I sure hope that (so and so) wins in the elections in America.” He proceeded 
to share his deep concern for how world events were leaning and there was a level of fear in his words. We talked for quite 
some time and I too shared my own fears about many things in our world. But at the end of the conversation, I talked about 
how this whole year with the pandemic, lack of much needed social connections, financial uncertainty and the instability in 
America all were enough to cause a daily stomach ulcer. One thing that has been happening is that it is causing me 
(Elizabeth) to really think “where does my faith and trust truly lie?” Juan is a devout catholic. He told me how lately he is 
very disappointed in the local priest who seems to not take things seriously and even jokes about certain rituals of his 
church. I was able to gently share how much I too struggle and how lately I am just pushed to go back to God’s word to 
find real Truth. Everything around seems to be failing us. He agreed and listened as I was able to share a few verses that 
had impacted me. I encouraged him to read them for himself and decide. He was very attentive and said he would. Please 
pray for Juan and his French wife Joelle.   
I have continued to meet regularly with my closest friends Ninfa, Abi, Lidia and Marijose. Many times our conversations 
have led to talks about the purpose of their lives and how Someone (GOD) has been helping them through some rough 
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situations. During an afternoon out for tapas (typical Spanish snacks), Abi was extremely concerned over the latest US 
political happenings and very bluntly asked me, “what is going on?” That led to a long conversation about her concerns 
over what is happening in the world and ultimately what hope does she have? She was very concerned for her children. 
Once again I was able to share how, for me, the only sure thing I can depend on is Jesus. However, I asked her, “do you 
have anything sure that you place your hope in?” Her response was “no, nothing is certain in this world.” To that, we 
delved into what God’s word says and me asking her if she believed any of it. She said she did but also was not completely 
certain of absolute truth. Please be praying much for Abi. She expressed a desire for her kids to know “religious things” but 
an uncertainly on how to really teach them about God. I shared some basic ideas from God’s Word along with several key 
verses that have been really meaningful for me—especially during this pandemic. My prayer is that she see Jesus as the 
ONE SURE unfailing Source of hope in this world and come to know Him as her Savior.  
Ninfa (husband is Javi—we mention them quite often in our letters) was sharing recently that she is not happy with some of 
the blatantly anti-Christian ideology that the local school has been teaching. Her daughter is the same age and class as 
Naomi. She was asking me what I thought about it all. It was an opportunity to share just what I believe based on God’s 
word. I showed her what Scriptures say on certain issues, and she was visibly relieved that there was somewhere she could 
go for a REASON-separate from these ideas taught in the school and society-- for what to believe and teach her children 
about life! It was pretty incredible seeing how she seemed to WANT that for herself. Please pray too that she would make a 
choice to have Jesus as her Savior.  
Our friend Lidia has been struggling greatly with her daughter’s choices and is searching for answers everywhere but in 
God. Please keep praying for her. It is as if she KNOWS that God could hold the answer and help she needs, but prefers to 
stay away for fear of rejection. We pray that God breaks down a thick barrier that Lidia has spent years building to protect 
herself. My prayer is that she becomes literally OVERWHELMED with an understanding of God’s love for her.  
Marijose, on the other hand, has been doing so much better emotionally even through this COVID time of isolation and 
what could have been great loneliness. Remember she is the one that tried to take her own life back in January. Many of 
you were praying for her. Although she has not made any choice to follow Christ, she is very open to being prayed for and 
even asks me to pray for her.  

9 DAVE & TRACY E. 
PRAISE: [Dated  12/14/20] 
Abby 
• Wheaton College successfully kept Covid-19 infection to a minimum. All students returned home before Thanksgiving to 
finish the semester online. They'll return to campus again in February. 
• Abby had a great and busy semester while serving with three different student organizations. 
• Pray for wisdom for their Youth Hostel Ministry which needs to make a difficult decision whether YHM student travel 
ministry will continue in May 2021. 
• Abby's made our house very beautiful for the holidays! 
Axel 
• Accepted as a student at Wheaton College for August 2021! 
• Enjoys his Saturday evening Bible study with friends. Their outdoor Covid-19 safe venue can get very cold at 9 pm in the 
evening. 
• Pray for his physical therapy after his ACL surgery. He still has a lot of pain � 
• Lack of activity and isolation is difficult on Axel 
Tracy 
• Her dad is moving through his stages of grief with lots of support from his children. 
• Tracy was staying overnight several days a week, but now they are only allowed to talk from the street to the balcony. 
• Pray for Ken who is now isolated without visitors in his apartment.  
Family 
• Wisdom regarding return: Most likely we'll wait until mid-May 2021 to return to Asia once we get vaccinated, Axel 
finishes his AP exams in the USA and we're able to get a visa for him. 
• For Dave: the pandemic and situation in the USA has been very difficult and discouraging. 
• Like many, our family has experienced a lot of LOSSES this year. 
             • Family members. Friends. Plans. Control. Freedom. 
             • Last month one of the boys Abby and Axel knew at church here since childhood passed away suddenly at age 20 
years. He was an exceptional young man. 
             • Their alma mater “Judson International School” suddenly closed in October. Our kids studied there in 2012 and 
2016. SO SAD! 
  
PRAYER: 
Dave + PA 
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National Leadership Team 
• We did a team evaluation last month 
• Now doing three weeks of team building/ strengthening 
• Pray for the NLT to come together as a cohesive team 
• Dave is completing documents for their job descriptions and letters of employment 
Recently the ministry 
• Completed a national online six-week Journey program 
• Fun alumni Zoom Christmas program (Dave shared on “Remembering / Gratitude, singing, games, skits) 
Dave 
• Taught webinars:  "The incarnation and ministry" and "Options for LGBT Christians" 
• Preached on book of James 
• Averaging two mentoring sessions each day (evening Pacific time)  

10 JERRY & MARILYN H.: 
PRAISE: [Dated 1/21] 
Thank you, Bethany family, for your prayers and support these past months. In December, our Indian partners held 
Christmas programs with messages, dramas and small gifts for more than 150 local children, distributed food packets to 16 
needy families, and in Nov.-Dec., helped some 500 poor families obtain missing government benefits. Praise God that our 
project staff continues to be mostly in good health and that 23 new house churches are expected to launch in early 2021 
adding to the 38 that were added in 2020. Jerry recovered fully from his emergency GI surgery in Nov, and is back to 
working remotely again. Our daughter, Becca, is now receiving immunotherapy for her recurrent cancer as part of a clinical 
trial at UCLA and is tolerating it well. Please join us in praying that it will be effective in bringing about remission, and 
pray for us as we press into God's purposes for us here and in south Asia in this new year.  
PRAYER:  
• That Becca will continue to tolerate the immunotherapy she is getting and that we might learn that it is proving effecting 
in bringing about remission. 
• That Jerry will soon be able to reschedule two elective surgeries, an atrial septum repair and a right shoulder replacement, 
that have had to be postponed because of the surge in Covid 19 cases. 
• That our Indian partners will continue in good health in this very (for them) cold season and know God’s grace and 
guidance in shepherding a complex organization and in setting up training for new ministries in 2021. 
• That son and daughter-in-law, Daniel and Rebekah, will complete the adoption of Mari and begin the process of adopting 
Lexie, their second and younger foster-to-adopt child. 
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11 DICK & MILLIE BRANSFORD: African Inland Mission, Retired, Kenya 
PRAISE:  That Dick repeatedly returns to Africa and helps doctors gain experience working with disabled children in 
Africa while continuing to care and minister to disabled children and their families. He continues to return to a country as 
“Jesus in the flesh”. 
PRAYER: 
Pray!  Yes, I am getting older.  I turned 80 in September.  I long to see fruit born from the people with whom I have worked 
for the past 14 years. The cost could be enormous for them, but the eternal benefits are invaluable.   
Please do pray that we will see more fruit. There are things I can’t share with you, but I am encouraged. Thanks.   
We depart for Africa on January 13th.  
That more doctors would commit to practicing medicine in Africa. 
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12 GREG & JEANETTE SUMMERVILLE: Guatemala Deaf Ministries Inc.   gandjguate@gmail.com 
PRAISE & PRAYER:  [Dated 12/12/20]  
We bought our tickets for Guatemala and we will be leaving on the 14th of January. This trip needs to be covered in 
prayer for a lot of reasons. The requirement is that everyone entering Guatemala needs to have a COVID test that shows 
negative. From what I am hearing, everything from the coronavirus to a common cold is testing positive for COVID. Please 
pray that we can pass the test and get there safely. I will have a meeting with Rene, the dairy farm guy about the dairy 
business and/or purchasing property for the ministry. I believe he is open to giving or selling to us at a very reasonable 
price. Please pray for this meeting. Please pray for our health while we are there. El Progreso is still in a "Red Zone" for the 
coronavirus. We are not fearful but we feel that there is a fair amount of risk. While we are there we need to be meeting 
with our staff and making some decisions about next year. Our school will be open but to what capacity and with how many 
children we do not know yet.  
Please pray for the students. For many of them, coming to school is their only chance to communicate with someone who 
knows their language. Being off for 6 months is very difficult and frustrating.  
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Please pray for our staff. Febe is experiencing a serious ear infection that antibiotics can't seem to touch. Juliet is having 
stomach issues. We have her on some of our probiotics and as of yesterday she was doing better. Elvis has been under a lot 
of stress lately. He and Yulissa celebrated their 12th anniversary last weekend with a trip for just the two of them to 
Antigua.  
Our Christmas letter went out… Please pray for a good response for prayer and finances to be able to purchase the property 
and build a much needed Ministry Center.  
Pray for health during this pandemic. Please pray for Pastor Mike, our church pastor who tested positive for the virus.  

13 JOSEPH & MICHELE BUTLIG: Cru, LA Metro Area   michelle.butlig@cru.org 
PRAISE:  The Butligs minister to the people in Los Angeles through outreaches and partner with local churches and 
ministries to help spread the Gospel. 
Part of the focus in ministry is partnering with churches that are fighting sex trafficking in Los Angeles. 
Pastor Hector Salvo has a drive-by food drive every Saturday for families in need. 
PRAYER:   For continued wisdom and creativity to minister during this pandemic 
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14 DAVE & CHERIE McD:  
PRAISE:  
• We filed for adoption Dec. 29 :)!!!   
• for our friend who is managing our language center and home outside US  
• for the privilege of having Alan, Mason, and Maggie as our kids! 
PRAYER:   
• for us as we continue to learn to be parents and as the kids continue to grow in their physical, spiritual, social, emotional, 
and academic journeys! 
• for our lawyer as he renews our business license. Our co-workers depend on our license. 
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15 WES & JACKIE RINGER: Wycliffe Bible Translators/SIL; So. Sudan   wes_ringer@sil.org, jackie_marshall@sil.org 
We serve with Wycliffe Bible Translators in South Sudan. Jackie as our director and Wes as a translation consultant.  
PRAISE:  [Dated 1/21] 
• Praise that we have stayed healthy and that the Covid threat has not impacted the health of our translators, staff or their 
families. 
• Praise that we have been able to work out how to return our translation teams to working full time while maintaining 
social distancing, so that work can go forward and we can keep one another safe. 
• Praise that the New Testament + Genesis, Exodus 1-20, Ruth and Jonah are now being received by the Tennet people. 
This dedication had been scheduled to take place in their home area of Arilo in April 4, 2020 but was postponed due to the 
Covid threat. 
• Praise that Wes was able to discuss with the Bongo translators the questions that consultant Iver Larsen raised in Exodus 
1-24, so that they could find ways to make the text more clear and accurate, which resulted in completion of the consultant 
check of Exodus 1-24 in December. The Bongo Exodus has now been sent to be reviewed by church leaders, so that it can 
be used during church services. Pray for Wes to be able to work with the Bongo again in 2021, so that any questions from 
the review committee can be answered and the Bongo Genesis and Exodus 1-24 prepared to be printed. 
• Praise that Wes was able to work with the Beli to prepare their Exodus 1-24 to be consultant checked in November. The 
Beli was the tenth language that Wes has worked with, but thankfully Beli is similar to Bongo, and a linguistic consultant 
had prepared a grammar and spelling rules and another exegetical advisor had worked with them in Genesis to put an 
English word or words under each Beli in Genesis. All of this helped Wes pick up a good understanding of Beli. Wes looks 
forward to working with them again in April to answer Iver Larsen’s consultant checking questions. 
PRAYER:  
• Pray for us to work with the language committees of the Bongo, Dinka Rek, Jur Beli, Lopit and Mundari in how best to 
transition each of these teams into becoming full time translation projects after they finish Exodus 1-24 in early 2021. 
• Pray for Wes’ work with the Laarim as they finish the Psalms in 2021 and then go on to do their final checks for 
publishing their New Testament + Genesis, Exodus 1-24, Ruth, Psalms and Jonah. The Laarim will be publishing more Old 
Testament books with their New Testament then any other New Testament that Wycliffe has helped finish in South Sudan.  
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16 MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP SPEAKER: 
PRAISE:   
PRAYER:  For the financial and emotional needs for all the missionaries.  
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17 4 WORKERS IN VIETNAM: Partners International, Vietnam 
PRAISE:  [Dated 11/15/20] 
We are blessed by your support and enthusiasm to witness and expand the kingdom of God to all ethnic groups in the 
Mekong. 
PRAYER:  For the new believers to be grounded in God’s Word and grow in their faith. 
For boldness and wisdom for Vietnam C’s pastors and leaders. 
For the continued growth of the churches in North Vietnam. 
For more university students to accept Christ and become servants for Him. 
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18 ERIC & ANNE ZANDER: Belgium Evangelical Missions; Belgium 
[Dated 1/21] 
Waves. The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic increases and decreases in waves. Europe is now struggling through the third 
one, confining the population, limiting the personal contacts to the minimum, at work, in shops and in homes. For many 
people it was a very lonely Christmas. Christian Communities haven't been able to gather for months. But God is still at 
work in original ways. 
Our mission leadership is also going through waves of tensions followed by appeasement, but soon personalities clash 
again and another wave of trouble arises. So VIANOVA functioning has been "confined", new projects development, 
training and coaching, have been put on hold for months. Eric's role is regularly questioned. But God is still at work in 
original ways. 
We also experiment waves of encouragement and discouragement in our family, as our daughter Axelle struggles so hard 
with her emotional and psychological health. She is often confined in her room, fighting her nightmares and crying out to 
God. But we keep believing that God can restore her in miraculous ways. 
Then Christmas comes and God enters our world, "the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us" and "Out of 
his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given" (Jn 1.14; 16). The image used here by John for grace 
following grace is one of a wave of grace overpassing the previous wave of grace. This is what Jesus brings to us, grace 
after grace, undeserved blessing overpassing undeserved blessing. And it does not depend on our accomplishments but on 
Him alone. 
I feel this is what our world needs right now. This what our mission needs right now. This what our family needs. In these 
troubled times, the grace of God manifested in Jesus brings hope. 
We dramatically need your prayers for this grace to overcome our fears and tensions, among our neighbourhood, our 
mission and our family. Thank you for walking at our side. 
PRAISE: 
- our son Samuel and his wife got through covid infection and we were kept covid safe 
- Eric's health is regaining strength 
- we enjoy our grand-daughter Elisabeth so much 
- Anne's car was repaired and fully covered by the insurance (following her accident) 
- Eric's book is in the publishing phase. Translations into Dutch is being checked and English is almost done. 
- the pandemic limitations forbid all community gatherings but we have developed walk & share small groups that keep our 
Community alive. 
- our children's club cannot meet as usual but we had a great Christmas night walk with lanterns and Christmas songs 
- our new intern found a part time job 
- even if we haven't been able to visit our Seniors at the retirement home we could send them gifts and cards, very much 
appreciated 
- through troubled times God is showing a new way forward for our mission leadership 
- our support also has ups and downs but God keeps the average sufficient for all our needs 
PRAYER: 
- Axelle's emotional health has been up and down. She is now following a new therapy. 
- we enjoy a few days of Christmas holidays the 3 of us in confinement, Eric, Anne & Axelle. 
- Eric is finalising a discovery of the Gospel study this coming Friday with Alain, a computer engineer, from completely 
secular background. Alain is at the door of salvation. 
- Eric is also starting a similar journey with a couple - he has accepted Christ last Spring, she is open to listen to the Gospel. 
- we hope to be able to restart our different community gatherings sometime in the Spring (including in the retirement 
home) 
- we need to plan our bikers community 2021 season with so much uncertainty 
- the reconciliation process (last September) in our mission leadership has proven to be shallow, there is resentment left. We 
are still struggling. Next week we will have crucial meetings. 
- Eric had to pause his coaching in new church-plant projects until the mission's leadership tensions are solved 
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- all Eric's trips had to be cancelled. we need wisdom to plan this new year travels. 
- we pray for our partners around the world who have to review their priorities, and especially those who suffer and are 
challenged by the economical impact of the pandemic. 
Thank you for walking with us in this journey, helping us to carry the calling God has given us for this lost world, in view 
of the Kingdom. 
you can now follow us on Instagram... 
our family on : zander_family 
our local Community on : lautre_rive_gblx 
 

19 DEAN & KATHIE CARLSON: OC International, Colorado Springs   deancarlson@oci.org 
 PRAISE:  [Dated 12/1] 
Kelsie and Paul are expecting in May, 2021 
PRAYER:  Here are some ways you can pray: 
• For God to raise up new workers for OC International, regional and global teams 
• For special grace as OC workers facilitate strategic partnering in the body of Christ 
• For creative teamwork that leads to disciple-making movements 
• For God’s blessing upon every person who prays and partners with One Challenge 
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20 BOB & MARIA HILL: Greek Bible Institute (GBI) Athens, Greece  hillsingreece@cs.com 
PRAISE:  The Hills work with the Greek Bible Institute and their local church in Athens, Greece.  
PRAYER:  For their students of GBI, their local churches, and their neighbors. 
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21 TIM & REBECCA L. 
PRAISE:  
PRAYER:  For their ministry to reach far and wide. 
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22 ABE & MELISSA L. 
PRAISE:  
PRAYER:  For their ministry and family during this pandemic. 
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23 LAURIE K.: 
PRAISE:  

PRAYER:  To be able to bring awareness and support of her ministry for victims of sex-trafficking via the ukulele.  
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24 SAJI & BINDU OOMMEN:  
PRAISE:  
PRAYER:  For their ministry to reach far and wide. 
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25 USA 
PRAISE:  For the opportunity for Jesus and His church to be a light in the darkness. 
PRAYER:  For spiritual revival in Jesus in the midst of the pandemic and the effects it has in the country and in the world. 
May all Christians have the boldness to speak and lift up the name of Jesus and all of His attributes. 
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26 SUE WILSON: At large; China 
PRAISE: Sue is still able to be in contact with disciples. 
PRAYER:  For her ministry to reach far and wide. 
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27 WATSON, R. PAULRAJ  CHURCH GROWTH ASSOC. OF INDIA: Parents-in-law are Vasanth & Mano Albert 
PRAISE:  
PRAYER:. For our trainees to establish successful ministries that transform communities physically and spiritually.  
For women seekers to take the next step of putting their faith in Christ. 
For the growth of the Indian Church throughout the country 
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28 USA 
PRAISE:  For the opportunity for Jesus and His church to be a light in the darkness. 
PRAYER:  For spiritual revival in Jesus in the midst of the pandemic and the effects it has in the country and in the world. 
May all Christians have the boldness to speak and lift up the name of Jesus and all of His attributes. May hearts rest in His 
sovereignty over the election. 

 



 
Any comments or suggestions regarding this list of concerns or the new format 

may be directed to amp316@ymail.com or the church office. 
	  

29 JOIN OTHER MISSIONARIES IN PRAYING FOR THE UNSAVED AROUND THE WORLD: 
For the Holy Spirit to open the mind of the unsaved 
For the unsaved to recognize the power of the Bible and accept its authority 
For the unsaved to understand that all God's prophets pointed to salvation through Jesus Christ 
For the unsaved to realize the depth of their own sin 
For the unsaved to understand the relationship between grace, faith, and works 
For the unsaved to realize the depth of the love God has for them and all mankind 
For the unsaved to recognize and accept the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
For the unsaved to understand and accept that Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
For the unsaved to realize that salvation is only through Jesus Christ 
For God to reveal Himself to those seeking but presently have no access to the Bible 
That unsaved people in difficult situations would count and accept the high cost of following Jesus 

 

30 General prayer for all missionaries around the world, but especially those serving in the least reached areas.  

31 PRAYER:  That the shipment of any supplies for any missionary or mission’s organization will get to their 
destination/s safely and quickly. 

 


